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I don’t know about you but  
I am grateful for the many 
blessings God has poured 
on us this year.  We tend to 
focus on how bad it was and 
how much negative impact 
COVID had.  Let’s stop for a 
moment and take inventory 
of 2022.  It is different for 
each of us and yes, there 
were some setbacks but 
there were positives too.  

For instance, I never 
thought that we would end 
2022 with four issues of the 
St. Pius Newsletter, but here 
it is.  Somehow time was 
made available and it came 
together with the hard work 

of many hands.  We         
welcomed five new parish 
members through OCIA, we 
sadly said good bye to      
Father Pius and we          
welcomed Father Josh.    
We completed a survey on   
Synodality and made our 
voices known. 

A parish picnic, vacation 
bible school, Pennsylvania 
March for Life, All Saints 
Party, Annual Golf Tourna-
ment, Selinsgrove Street 
Fair,  AND more!  All these 
activities were gifted to us  
to build our parish commu-
nity.  There were also many 
more graces from many 

ministries; 
I have only 
highlight-
ed a few.  
We should 
all take a 
step back and thank God for 
2022. 

From the Newsletter Team, 
we thank you for supporting 
us this year and we hope to 
bring you more good news 
in the coming year.  Please 
take a moment to send us 
some thoughts on how we 
did and what you would like 
to see next.   

Yours Truly,  Joyce Seno 

Many people like the idea of 
scattering a loved one’s  
ashes after they pass away.  
Perhaps at a place that was 
special to that person as a 
symbolic resting place, or 
perhaps to provide closure 
in a different way, or maybe 

even   
keeping the 
ashes     
inside a 
locket or 
on the 
mantle. So 
why aren’t 
Catholics 
supposed 
to scatter 

or keep ashes? According to 
a talk by Fr. Mike Schmitz 
and Ascension Press, it has 
to do with honor and the 
corporal works of mercy. 

The Catechism says that 
Catholics are allowed to be 
cremated, as long as it is 
done in a way that does not 
deny the belief in resurrec-
tion of the body. Scattering 
ashes in multiple locations 
“separates” the body in a 
way that suggests disbelief 
that the whole body will be 
resurrected.  

As for caring for human  
remains, one of the corporal 

works of mercy is to bury 
the dead. It’s a reverent act 
to honor this human being 
by placing their remains, 
cremated or not, in sacred, 
holy ground.  Their body 
will be taken care of here on 
earth, while their soul (if 
they chose) is taken care of 
in heaven.  But if we have 
funeral homes who take 
care of most of that for us, 
how should we practice this 
corporal work of mercy?  
We visit the graves, and we 
pray for the souls, interced-
ing on their behalf.  

Continued on Page  4 
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ST. PIUS CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

For the first time in a few 
years our St. Pius X kids (and 
their parents) got to mingle 
and jingle in true togetherness 

and joy!  The annual           
children’s Christmas 
party was a success 
due to an activity-
packed schedule and 
lots of treats.  It    
began with delicious 
pizza and hotdogs 
(kids’ all-time favor-
ites) balanced by 
healthy carrots 
and celery 
(not so 

much), chips, cookies, and 
pop (soda’s real name).  

After the meal, some of the 
kids went to the craft room to 
write letters to Santa and also 
to gather food for his reindeer 
into little plastic baggies.  So 

thoughtful!  Some kids also 
played snow ball toss and pin 
the nose on the reindeer.  The 
Great Rinaldo began prepar-
ing for his magic show as 36 
young faces waited in antici-
pation. His entertainment  
featured, in turn, two of the 
children, adults, a turkey  
puppet, and many slights of 
hand.  But the most oohs and 
ahhs came when he produced 
a bowl of fire.  

Soon afterward none other 
than Santa himself made the 
scene!  Each child who wanted 
to, got to sit on his lap, share 
their toy wishes, and even  

select a toy of 
their choice 
from among 
the many piled 
all around 
them.  And that 
wasn’t all!  
Each child also 
received a giant 
plastic bag 
filled with 
goodies to take 
home.  A    
wonderful   
ending to a   
fun-filled          

party.  And what did the kids 
think?  Grant and Harrison 
loved the fire and thought it 
was a good party.  Claire and 
Jack called it ‘perfecto,       
outstanding, greater than 
great!’  Isabella liked the arts 
and crafts, and Bella enjoyed 
selecting her gift, the food, 
and the cookies! 

In community spirit, the     
remaining food and snack 
bags were taken to Haven 
Ministry post-party.  

Huge thank you’s and many 
shout-outs to our Knights of 
Columbus members who so 
tirelessly make this party  
happen.  For 2022’s party in 
particular we must thank Ray 
Cerezo, Jim Heintzelman,  

Jerry Hensel, Chris Kenawell, 
and Grand Knight, Ashu Paul.  

Special accolades go to Janet 
and Jolee Cerezo for their 
hard work in planning and 
setting up all of the activities, 
packing the snack bags, and 
keeping everything moving 
and shaking; to Maryann and 
Devin who stepped up and 
helped in the serving line 
along with Deacon Chris and 

Ashu; and to the anonymous 
toy donors.  In fact, only the 
food portion of the party is 
covered by the Knight’s budg-
et; all of the rest is covered by 
personal donations, and those 
were most generous this year.  



ST. PIUS CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

“Merry 

Christmas 

to all and 

to all a 

good 

night!”  

 

Did you know?  Former 
Grand Knight Ron Butkera 
started the party 
tradition roughly 32 
years ago, and it 
began modestly…
Santa 

hand-
ed out Rosary 
Rings and 

candy canes.  St. Monica’s 
school children came and 
put on plays, and they even 
painted the “Merry Christ-
mas” backdrop still used 
today.  Ray Cerezo institut-
ed the treat bag tradition 
well over a decade ago by 
imitating his father’s prior 
VFW Post Adjutant work, 
which brought so much joy 
to veterans’ kids…in Ray 
we see the second genera-
tion     
following 

through on something   
special. 

One final thought from Ray 
for our parishioners centers 
on the importance of young 

men knowing that they can 
be a positive influence, if 
not a role model, in        
children’s lives. (Editor’s 
note: Married or single, 
contributing time to next 
year’s party is a good idea.)  

Thanks again!                      
— “Blondie” Lecce — 

WHY DECEMBER 25TH? 

Why is Christmas celebrated on            
December 25? Well, not everyone agrees 
how the date was decided upon.  The 
birth of Jesus, is observed on Dec. 25 in 
the Gregorian calendar, but no one 
knows which date Jesus was actually 
born.  The Bible does not mention Jesus’ 
exact birthday, so there are only “clues” 
and tradition to go on. 

The first recorded date of Christmas    
being celebrated on December 25th was 
in 336 during the time of the Roman  
Emperor Constantine.  Early Christian 
tradition has it that the Annunciation to 
Mary and the Crucifixion of Jesus took 
place March 25th, ergo nine months later 
is December 25th.  Ancient records indi-
cate a feast to Sol Invictus, a sun god, 
was held in the Roman Empire on De-
cember 25th, raising the possibility that 
Christians used Jesus Birthday to replace 
the pagan feast. 

The name 
Christmas 
comes from 
the Mass of Christ shortened to Christ-
mas. A popular medieval feast was 
that of St. Nicholas of Myra, a saint 
said to visit children with gifts and 
admonitions just before Christmas. 
This story evolved into the modern 
practice of leaving gifts for children 
said to be brought by “Santa Claus,” 
a derivative of the Dutch name 
for St. Nicholas—Sinterklaas. 

The most commonly encountered    
Christogram in English-speaking      
countries in modern times is the Χ      
(or more accurately, Chi),            
representing the first letter of the word 
Christ, in such abbreviations as Xmas 
(for "Christmas") and Xian or Xtian    
(for "Christian"). 
                                   — Agnes Janas — 

https://www.history.com/topics/christmas/santa-claus
https://www.history.com/news/who-was-st-nicholas
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Our Mission 

We the members of Saint 

Pius X Christian            

Community seek Christ who 

is our life and has revealed 

Himself to us. We praise 

Him by providing a spiritual 

environment so that all may 

follow in His footsteps. The 

realization of the Body and 

Blood of Christ through the 

celebration of the Holy    

Eucharist is the most       

important part of our    

journey. To be one with 

Christ through the Holy  

Eucharist is the ultimate 

expression  of the faith. 

2 Maccabees chapter 12 tells us that 
it is a good and righteous thought to 
pray for the dead. In addition,     
making all the arrangements and 
preparations for a funeral is an act of 
mercy, not just a collection of tasks 
that need to be done. Placing human 
remains in a marked, holy location 
ensures that the souls are prayed for 
by us members of the Body of Christ 

here on earth even after family and 
loved ones have gone, since souls 
cannot pray for themselves. Praying 
for our deceased members of the 
body of Christ helps us be united in 
the whole Body of Christ that exists 
on earth and in heaven." 

 — Elda Hricko — 
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“And when we give each other our 

Christmas presents in His name, let us 

remember that He has given us the sun 

and the moon and the stars, the earth 

with its forests and mountains and 

oceans and all that lives and moves   

upon them.  He has given us all green 

things and everything that blossoms 

and bears fruit - and all that we     

quarrel about and all that we have  

misused.  And to save us from our own 

foolishness, and from all our sins He 

came down to Earth and gave Himself.” 

- excerpt from Christmas and Twelfth Night 

by Sigrid Undset- 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


